
“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” – Philippians 2:4 (ESV) 

June 4, 2020 

This document contains important information regarding the next steps Dalewood Baptist Church will be taking 
in light of the current health crisis caused by COVID-19. Please read it carefully and review it as needed. 

As you are well aware, we made the decision in mid-March to suspend all our in-person gatherings, and we 
have continued to meet only virtually ever since. We believed then, and we still believe now, that such a 
decision was necessary for the health of our own church family, as well as for our community as a whole. We 
want to do all we can to protect the most vulnerable among us and to prevent sickness from coming into our 
congregation. 

Therefore, we have attempted to plan our next steps as wisely, safely, and responsibly as we can, while also 
realizing the sincere desire that exists to gather together again as God’s people. We recognize that some of you 
may prefer for us to delay gathering for even longer than what we’ve decided, and others of you may prefer for 
us to gather even sooner, but we hope that you will all recognize that this was not a decision made lightly or 
without input from health experts or without lots of prayer. Indeed, we want to thank you for your prayers for us 
as we have discussed and deliberated these plans. We want to share those plans with you now in hopes that (1) 
they will be helpful for some of you as you consider whether or not it’s wise for you personally to gather with 
us and (2) they will be helpful for others of you as you make the necessary preparations to gather under these 
new circumstances. 

We will begin Phase One of gathering together again on Sunday, June 14, 2020. Of course, this date is subject 
to change if something changes related to COVID-19 cases in our community (and at this point, it is premature 
to suggest when Phase Two might begin or what exactly it will look like). Phase One will consist of morning 
worship only, without childcare.

Before we lay out the specific guidelines, there are a few things in general that are important to keep in mind as 
we look toward gathering together again: 

• We will meet for worship in the Christian Life Center, located at 1514 McGavock Pike.
• We are still a long way away from what we once thought of as “normal,” so be prepared for a different 

experience. Churches are uniquely challenged as we consider how to safely gather again, as we partake 
in unique activities — singing, fellowship, hugging, etc. — that places like stores and restaurants do not 
have to consider.

• Not everyone will feel comfortable gathering right away (or anytime soon), and that’s okay. The service 
will continue to be live-streamed for those unable to gather or those uncomfortable with gathering, and 
we will continue to produce DVDs and CDs for anyone who desires a copy. These will be made 
available during the week following our worship services.



• Taking Philippians 2:4 as our cue, we must consider the health and safety of others as we gather. We ask 
each person attending to follow these guidelines for everyone’s comfort and safety, even if you have not 
experienced COVID-19 symptoms.

• We encourage everyone 3 years and older to wear face masks. This is not something we’re used to 
doing, but it’s a small sacrifice to make to be able to gather together. We encourage you to make or 
purchase a face mask (or pick one up from the Health Department) unless face masks create unique 
health problems for you — for example, if you require the use of an oxygen tank. We will have extra 
masks on hand for anyone who needs one. 

• If you do choose not to wear a mask, we will ask you to refrain from singing during the worship service, 
as singing spreads germs further than breathing or speaking. We will also request anyone not wearing a 
mask to sit near the rear of the auditorium.

• Parents, please take the time to prepare your children for a different experience at church than what they 
are used to, and let them get used to wearing a face mask. For those with younger children, we realize 
that the lack of childcare may prevent you from being able to gather with us. We apologize for this 
reality, but we just cannot ensure the safety of our children or our volunteers right now. 

• We will all need to exercise patience and grace toward one another as we get used to this “new normal.” 
• Know that the building has been thoroughly cleaned so as to provide a safe environment. 

For everyone’s safety, we ask that you please read the following guidelines carefully and please make every 
effort to abide by them. They are designed to give us the ability to gather together safely.

We look forward to seeing those of you who feel comfortable and are able to gather on Sunday, June 14 at 10:50 
AM. For the rest of you, please know that we understand (and fully support you) if the best and wisest decision 
for you is to remain at home for now. 

Sincerely, 

Your Pastors 
— 
Dalewood’s pastoral leadership and church council have crafted the following protocols in consultation with the 
following sources: 

• “Returning to Church” Survey (Dalewood Baptist Church) 
• “Gathering Together Again” Questions (Tennessee Baptist Mission Board) 
• “Guidelines for Gathering Together in Houses of Worship” (State of Tennessee) 
• “Interim Guidelines for Communities of Faith” (Center for Disease Control) 
• “Roadmap for Reopening Nashville” and “Guidance for Davidson County Religious 

Communities” (Metro Nashville) 
• “Opening Up America Again” (White House) 
• “Top Questions to Ask Your Congregation Before You Reopen” (Greg Atkinson) 
• “How to Prepare Your Church Protocols” (Jenni Carter/Levi Skipper) 
• Reopening plans from numerous other churches 



PHASE ONE 

Guidelines for Returning to Public Worship

BEFORE YOU COME

• For those of you who are vulnerable, at-risk, and/or who have underlying health issues, you are still 
encouraged to remain at home for the sake of your own health. You will still be able to view the service 
online through our livestream link.

• For those who feel comfortable attending public worship, please make sure you are healthy. If you are 
symptomatic, have a fever, have been in close contact with someone who has tested positive, or have 
traveled to a domestic hot spot in the past two weeks, please stay at home.

• For the safety of everyone in attendance, we ask that all people bring a face mask (including children 3 
years and older) and that face masks be worn once you exit your vehicle. 

• If you require special accommodations such as a wheelchair or armed chair, please contact the church 
office during the week so we can reserve your seat and make necessary arrangements. 

PARKING AND ENTERING THE BUILDING

• We will meet at the Christian Life Center for worship, located at 1514 McGavock Pike, at 10:50 AM.

• Please maintain 6 feet of distance between other people at all times, including in the parking lot and on 
the sidewalks as you enter the building. 

• Doors will be propped open to prevent the touching of door handles. Doors will be opened from 10:35 
AM (15 minutes before worship begins) until 10:55 AM (5 minutes after worship begins).

• Please refrain from shaking hands or hugging others, and please refrain from congregating in groups 
outside your own family unit or those who travel to church with you.

• Because restroom facilities are small and make social distancing difficult, please use the restroom before 
you come to allow the restrooms to be available for emergencies. If you must use the restroom, please 
self-limit the number of people in restrooms to allow for adequate social distancing.

• Please refrain from using water fountains. 

• Hand sanitizing dispensers are stationed throughout the building. 

PUBLIC WORSHIP 

• Our worship service will be condensed to 45 minutes.

• For everyone’s safety, there are a number of things that will not be possible for the foreseeable future: 

• We will not have a nursery available or separate activities for children.
• We will not offer printed bulletins, offering envelopes, pens, or any other handouts.



• We will not pass offering plates during worship. A collection receptacle will be located in the back 
of the room for offering collections after the worship service concludes.

• We will not have a public invitation or response time.

• Families/households may sit together, but please maintain adequate spacing of at least 6 feet between 
you and other people (this includes beside you, as well as in front of or behind you). 

• Deacons will be stationed outside each sanctuary door with offering plates for you to place your tithes 
and offerings in as you exit. Online giving will still be available as well. 

• We request anyone not wearing a mask to sit in the rear of the auditorium and refrain from singing 
during the worship service.

• We will dismiss everyone in an orderly manner so as to maintain social distancing. 

BIBLE STUDIES

• Sunday School and Wednesday night Bible Study/Prayer Meeting will continue to meet virtually 
through Google Meet and conference call. Use the same online link or telephone number and PIN code 
you have been using. Sunday School groups are asked to begin at 9:00 AM to give people adequate time 
to travel to church after they conclude. We will resume in-person Bible studies at a future date when it is 
safe for small groups to meet.

EXITING THE BUILDING 

• Once you have been dismissed, please refrain from shaking hands, hugging, or congregating in groups 
other than your family unit. 

• Please exit the building the same way you entered it, and please maintain social distancing on your way 
out of the building, as well as outside on the sidewalks and in the parking lots.  

JOINING REMOTELY

• The service will continue to be available to watch live from home through Facebook, YouTube, and the 
church website for all who are unable to gather or who may not feel comfortable gathering in-person yet. 
We will also create a DVD or CD copy of the worship service for anyone who requests it. Copies will be 
created on the Monday following each Sunday and delivered during the week. 

COVID-19 

• If someone who has attended Dalewood in person later tests positive for COVID-19, we will suspend all 
in-person gatherings for a minimum of three weeks.

• If local COVID-19 cases start increasing at a high level, we will reconsider in-person meetings as we 
heed the advice of local health officials.


